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school growth to a halt.

The new version of Assembly Bill 1505Assembly Bill 1505Assembly Bill 1505Assembly Bill 1505Assembly Bill 1505 builds on an initial compromiseinitial compromiseinitial compromiseinitial compromiseinitial compromise that Newsom’s aides pres



Charter schools currently must hire teachers with a state-approved credential in all core academic

subjects, including English language a
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The current law has imprecise and outdated language for renewing charter schools; it includes evaluating

student performance on standardized tests and a school rating system (the Academic Performance Index)

that the state replaced, along with with a new testing system.

The new version would create a tiered system that, according to the governor’s office, would reward

effective charters — those that have been successful in narrowing achievement gaps — with a renewal,

while making it easier to close down poorly performing charters. Charter schools would be evaluated

with the same criteria as other public schools: the multiple measures of performance on the color-coded

California School DashboardCalifornia School DashboardCalifornia School DashboardCalifornia School DashboardCalifornia School Dashboard. These measures include standardized test scores, suspension rates and

students’ readiness for college and careers.

Those charter schools that have received blue and green ratings — the top two colors demonstrating

excellent performance — could receive a renewal for as long as seven years. Currently the maximum is

five years. Charter schools that have consistently received red and orange ratings — the bottom two

colors — would be subject to closure, unless they could make a case showing why their charter should be

renewed.

Districts could close a charter school that is financially unsound or if it is not serving all student

populations.

The bulk of charters seeking renewal would fall in the middle, with a mix of dashboard colors and be

eligible for a 5-year renewal. Under the July compromise, alternative charter schools, serving primarily

dropouts, expelled students and students substantially behind academically, would be evaluated by other

criteria.

The compromise also will place a two-year moratorium on online charter schools; one of the goals of

school employee unions had been a moratorium on all charter schools.
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“It’s important to recognize history,” Gioia said. “We all know who Jackie Robinson is, because he was the first
African American to play Major League Baseball in 1947 with the Brooklyn Dodgers. But a lot of us don’t know it
took 12 years for Major League Baseball to fully integrate. It took 12 years before the last team, the Boston Red
Sox, integrated. And so today we want to recognize the family of Elijah “Pumpsie” Green, who grew up in
Richmond, went to Richmond High School, got his start locally with the Stockton Ports and Oakland Oaks, went
on to play for the Red Sox and then came back and continued to serve his community as a teacher and coach at
Berkeley High School for 20 years.”

Many other community members honored today, including local high school scholarship winners: The Jerrold
Hatchett Award went to Jamie Tianero and Jason Varela; Anthony “Rook” Jones received the Khiari Neal Award;
the Berth Owens Award went to Charles Modeste and Oraiana Range; Jordan White and Alia Walker-Griffin
earned the Minnie Lou Nichols Award; the George Livingston Award went to Joseph Valenzuela and  Zsariah
Simmons; the Mary P. Head Award went to Ruben Calvario and Camryn Vickers;  and Jalaal Dirbas, Tyre Reed
and Jomari Robinson were honored with the William “Jake” Randolph Award.






